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Parent-Teacher Upon the whole question of the relations
associations between parents and teachers, England would
in America do well to give heed to what is happening in
the United States, where membership of the
National Congress of Parents and Teachers rose from about
30,000 in 1910 to more than a million in 1927, covering 47 out
of the 48 states. The chief results claimed for parent-teacher
associations are that they facilitate acquaintance among the
persons jointly responsible for the child's upbringing, that they
help parents to realize that what is good training in school is
also good training out of school1 American opinion is not
unanimous about parent-teacher associations, and it is realized
that "the ever-present danger is that of diffuseness in activi-
ties." But a movement that has grown so rapidly and has
become so popular does, in all probability, meet a real need.
The state and It was not possible to describe the conflict
the occupation between the state and the parent without some
reference to the parallel conflict between the
state and the various occupations open to children. Right
through the nineteenth century the latter struggle continued,
it being maintained that certain industries, such as the agri-
cultural and textile, must languish and perish if child labour
were not available. It was for this reason that attendance at
school was so loosely exacted in the country districts under the
old school boards, and it was for this reason also that the half-
time system persisted in Lancashire until the close of the first
great war, when many another time-honoured fallacy was
thrown to the winds. We have already observed that an occu-
pation at its best, such an occupation as that of a skilled
artisan, may afford a good education of its kind to the young
learner, and that this was especially true of the old apprentice-
ship. Now the sort of education aided or provided by the state
1 See J, E. Butterworth, The Parent-Teacher Association and its Work
(New York, 1928).

